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the U District.

Some of Towle's regular cus-
tomers come from as far away as Ta-
cormi hecaage they trust his store's
quality and service, he said.

Independent shops still flourish in
- cities where Supergo has stores, but
ol they may have to work a bit hardes,
said Marc Sani, publisher of Bicycle
Retailer & Industry News magazime
in Laguna Hills, Calif.

“(verall, Supergo has not hurt re-
ally good specialty retailers, just like
REI hasn't hurt really good outdoor

Bike discounter
retailers,” Sand said. “Those retail-

7 challenges indies
ers will do well no matter what

moves in next to them. If you're an | BIKES

outstanding specialty retailer, you're S .
xihably ot wice b love 3 K of COMTINUED FEOM L1

Bike discounter
challenges indies

By JAKE BATSELL
Seatile Times business reporier

Beattle’s bicycle industry, long
known for its rich array of indepen-
dent shops, shifted into andther gear
this week with the opening of a
Superpe discount store,

Supergo, which has a reputation
for massive selections and cut-rate
prices, opened its seventh U5, store
Monday at 4501 Roosevelt Way N.E.
in the University District,

The chain also sells through its
catalog and Web site and says it par-

lays its considerable buying power sleep over it.” mass merchants hke Wal-Mart or

inte bargains, often on manufcturer In local eyeling circles, the buss Target,” Marlow said. “Could Super-

closeouts, Dan Towde, ciwner of REE Cyeles of Seattle, helps fif fean Amick fo the surrounding Supergo has  ranged go fill a niche between the indepen-
“Because of our size, we're able  paht hike, Towle says Sealtle-area riders still want independent stores, from retalers wary of the chain’s dent dealer and the mass merchants?

to-get great discounts and pass them pricing to cyclists who say they've Possibly."

along to the customer” sud Stuart mail-ordered from Supergo and plan Insidi the siore, a former Where-

Westland, director of marketing for centrated cycling markets im the in a bike-savvy city like Seattle, cus-  to check out the store, said Scott house music store, hundreds of bikes

Supergo, which also has stores i country” tomers have high expectations. Marlow, marketing director for the are stacked to the ceiling.

Califprnia and Arizona. The company Superge’s arrival has raised more "My opinion’s always heen that Cascade Bicycle Club, The store also has bountiful selec-

was bought last year by Chapel Hill, than a few eyebrows among the ar-  when you buy a bicycle, you're buy- “If you look at the majonty of tions of accessories such as bike

N.C-based Performance. en’s independent bike dealers. But  ing a relationship with the shop you  bikes, they're not purchased at spe- ahorts. gloves and protective pear. !

. Supergo 15 u.mm_.ﬂﬂqn-w expanid- _H—..n..msnﬂ_ owners say their stores  purchase your bicycle from,” sasd cialty dealers, they're bought at “There is a huge amount, o | can :

ing, Westland =aid, and chose Seattle  provide more attentive service than  Dan Towle, owner of R&E Cyeles, choose more,” szid Dalw Yoon, a '

because “it's one of the most con- W..E.nnmn can, and they point out that  about a mile northeast of Supergo in Prease sep Hikes ox C 4 visiting physics researcher from

South Korea who stopped by the
store to order pedals for his son's
mountain bike.

Ewen back home in South Korea,

Boeing states its cooperation in federal probe b e

prices were cheaper than what he'd

THE ASSDCIATED PRESS rounding the hiring of the former Air Force official,  and Sears mmproperly affected negotiations. The scan- Eﬂﬂmw@%%ﬁzﬁnﬂ”m '
WASHINGTON — Boeing said yesterday that it Darleen Druyun, The Wall Street Journal reported  dal also bed to the resignation of Boeing’s chairman Zg .ﬁﬁ_ Eéqﬁ naﬂmm
will cooperate with federal investigators examinimg  yesterday, Boeing last month fired her and its chief  and chief executive, Phil Condit. Lycle, a n__nn_.uﬁn_u. W
the serospace giant's recruitment of an Air Force financial officer, Michael Sears, who had approached  The main Senate opponent of the tanker deal, Sen, m:iﬁmnﬁ_ﬂn A, S
official while she was overseeing the company’'s con-  Druyun about working for Boeing. John McCain, R-Ariz., said he was not surprised by B R0 u__“_n_ﬂ_.:n_m
tracts. A Boeing spokesman declined to comment on or  the report of the criminal investigation. _But, he said, Evﬂ&ﬁ shops
*The company has been cooperating and will con-  confirm the criminal investigation. The Pentagon and "] predict that this will also somner or later volve will contmue to ﬁﬂm m_q quality
tinue to cooperate with investigators,” spokesman  the Justice Department also declined comment. Air Force officials, because this was a relationship and mare eXpenenc .____ma_“_ YRR
Ken Mercer apid. The Pentagon has postponed plans to lesse 20 air-  that the Air Force officials were working in close con- Basscally, 1 say, .._u_.mhu.n_m_"..._,
The US. Attorney’s Office in Northern Virginia ii__iﬁrﬂmﬁnﬂﬂﬂgaiﬁ tact with the Boeing people,” said McCain, a member Emﬂﬂ.ﬁ?ﬁmﬁ, v
has begun a criminal investigation of the events sur- its internal auditors examine whether Druyun  of the Armed Services Committee. ﬁms_m...__ . 1L o Taty
g . Jake Batsall; 206-464-2718 or
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